
Each year brings another Milestone to reach 
for the MusicLink Foundation. We are very 
close to reaching a total of 8,500 total students 
served by MusicLink, with teachers and stu-
dents forming lasting mentorship bonds that 
last for years as students progress in their 
music lessons. We encourage our donors and 
new MusicLink teachers to help us reach this 
goal. We currently have 106 students on our 
unlinked student list that we will hopefully 
link in the next few months to reach our goal. 

This year the MusicLink Foundation was 
the proud recipient of the 2025 MTNA 
Frances Clark Keyboard Pedagogy Award, 
presented at the MTNA Convention in 
Minneapolis in March. The award is given to 

an organization that has made significant 
contributions to the field of keyboard peda-
gogy through the creation and development 
of services, products and publications that 
further the profession. The award was pre-
sented to Joanne Haroutounian (MusicLink 
Foundation founder) by Peter Mack 
(MTNA president), Pamela Pike (Frances 
Clark Center), and Brian Shepherd (MTNA 
CEO). Turn to page 3 to read Dr. 
Haroutounian’s note of appreciation sent to 
MTNA and the Frances Clark Center.

MusicLink® Pedagogy Professional Development 
Grant 

The MusicLink Foundation established a 
Professional Pedagogy Grant for active 
MusicLink teachers, designating the $2500 
award from the Keyboard Pedagogy Award as 
a starting point for funding the award. The 
program awards a grant of $500 to an active 
MusicLink teacher to further his/her peda-
gogy education. The goal reflects the philoso-
phy of the Frances Clark Center as well as the 
MusicLink Foundation. 

This year’s recipients were Ben 
Ramstrom (MN) who received 
a $300 grant to attend a Suzuki 
Guitar training course at 
MacPhail Center for Music and 
Gladys Reneé 
Scott (TX) who 

received $300 to attend the 
Texas Music Teacher 
Association Conference. You 
can read their application essays 
in our July 20 Link. 
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MUSICLINK® FOUNDATION STATUS REPORT 
As of November 15, the MusicLink Foundation has reached a total 8,484 students. This amounts 
to a total of 5,294 teachers donating over 463,000 hours of instruction, equivalent to $9,434,710 
in scholarship. This is a revised total resulting from analysis for our new website.  
 
The MusicLink Foundation is pleased to have reached the goal of donations above $100,000 for 
two years in a row—$111,801 in 2024 and $110,709 in 2025.  
 
MusicLink Student Total: 8,484 
Donations for fiscal year July 1, 2024–Jun 30 2025: $110,709 

Ben Ramstrom

Gladys Reneé Scott
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MusicLink® 
Students by State 

The maps show the total students served by 
MusicLink® over the past 33 years. Stars (★) 
indicate states adding new students during the 
2024–25 fiscal year. We were pleased to add 
new students in 33 states this year! 

Alabama: Beth Ryan 
Alaska: Hannah Wagar 
Arkansas: Leisa Arnett, Judy Rownak 
Arizona: Lynnette Barney 
California: Yulia Ayrapetyan, Mona Benight, Laura Blanchard, Mary Burroughs, Susan Culbertson, Bruno 
Damico, Lily Diehl, Elizabeth Erickson, Lisa Fowler, Ian Hubbell, Joyce Kuo, Tiffany Liu, Angel Lovett, Jack 
Meacham, Howard Richman, Christine Rosander, John Scaccia, Maureen Spranza, Donies Tsuji, KathrynVast 
Colorado: Larry Graham, Mika Inouye, Megan Lanz, Dan Nelson, Ben Raznick, Jan Spitzer, John Y 
Connecticut: Lani Bortfeld 
Delaware: Ken Behrens 
Florida: Judith Bartine, Emily Breezee, Tanya Brooks, Janelle Crane, Jamie Fenton, Hannah Flook, Siri 
Gundersen, Hannah Hylton, Viktor Kunder, Anthony Laudato, Cayley McCloskey, Lynnette Roberts, Laura 
Sinclair, Sam Stark, Joe Sullivan 
Georgia: Paul Adler, Ronak Aggarwal, Ben Bedont, Deborah Brady, Corina Brito, Martha Carroll, 
Gwendolyn Chester Welch, Mary Dekkers, Robin Engleman, Meredith Grant, Debra Hughes, Zeya Luo,  
Caitlien Nguyen, Gloria Park, Emily Whitney, Alycia Willis 
Illinois: Phyllis Calderon, Sarah Gasse, Brywn Johnson, Molly Lehr, Marcia Mally, Deborah Meier, 
Courtney Thiede, Janna Williamson, Nancy Willis, Judy Zylstra 
Indiana: Quinten Anderson, Cynthia Argentine, Brandon B., Elizabeth Clark, Kim Jones, Shaila Mulholland, 
Lynelle Vogel, Christina Whitlock 
Kansas: Jane Hyde, Laura Martinez, Judith Naillon, Natalie Weber 
Kentucky: Magda Pena 
Louisiana: Christopher Cunningham, Samuel Kohler, Johan Pepper, Ruth Roland 
Massachusetts: Ling Guo, Malena Rachelle, Dylan Sleasman 
Maryland: Polly Baldridge, Patricia Blanchard, Karin Chambless Nandkumar, Evan Frawley, Geneque 
Garrison, Peter Leon, Meghan Taylor 
Maine: Mairead Guy 
Michigan: Tamera Melton 
Minnesota: Ruth Borash, Jaette Carpenter, Debra Chenoweth, Sara Diedrich, Lara Dietrich, Eric 
Djonne, Emily Feld, Anna Jeanne Flesner, Ellie Fregni, Laura Geissler, Mitchell Grussing, Becca 
Hauglid, Ashley Hodapp, Melanie Hoffman Katragadda, Ellen Jepson, Casey Johnson, Kay Koehnen, Mary 
Jo Leier, Karen Lewis, Rachel Lonetti, Maddie Marshall, Diana Mills, Christina Misso, Rebecca Nelson, Tamir 
Nolley, Beverly Olson, Kris Olson, Jennifer Parker, Benjamin Ranstrom, Lori Ringen-Poencet, Karen 
Saunders, Virginia Shimota, Karen Stiles, Gene Swanson, Jeffrey Vang, Sue Wege 

Missouri: Justus Johnstone, Elizabeth Karako, Jan Scott, Brittany Slaughter  
North Carolina: Jenniffer Campbell, Elizabeth Churchya, Laura Dale, Laura Potratz, Jamie Wilken 
North Dakota: Tamara Bertram, Janice Eckworth, Priscilla Keogh 
Nebraska: Rebecca Bogardus, Hailey Chen 
New Hampshire: Gregory Mayo, Ellen Schwindt 
New Mexico: Tammy Reddinger, Jessica Retana 
Nevada: Kelci Johnson 
New York: Daniel Fogel, Joshua Green, Ken Gudan, Christine Pulliam Melamed, Austin Owen, Alyssa 
Rodriguez, Jacob Rogers, Jean Russak, Michael Sardo, Tamara Slobodkin, Nick Vermilye, Jean 
Vilkelis, Paulina Yeung 
Ohio: Christina Bernard, Joshua Comport, Ethan Galbraith, Nathan Jiang, Kirsten Nordland 
Oklahoma: Rebecca Alderman, Jennifer Walschap 
Oregon: Melissa Barker, John Corban, Anna Cosma, Brittney Crawford, Annette Demsey, Emma Downing, 
Adam Eason, Suzanne Gaye, Wilma Hawkins, Joseph Hoffman, Laura Elena Jauregui, Ruth Sadilek, 
Debra Sostrin, Susan Todd, Amy Vanacore, Jennifer Zhao 
Pennsylvania: Mary Grandelis, Jack Plumlee, Katharine Rudolph, Cassie Rumbough, Diane Umile 
Rhode Island: Andy Rizzotti 
South Carolina: Tekoa Freeman-Morris, Deb Kithianis, Perrin Schuster, Sarah Zdanowski 
Tennessee: Shawna Dose, Lora Gubanov, Aaron Keen, Mary Margaret Neel, Bryony Stroud-Watson  
Texas: Theresa Franks, Sherry Frush, Erica Garcia, Regina Graham, Miguel Gutierrez, Rachel Hansbro, 
Rebekah Jones, Corine Maldonado, Leonardo Miller, Gladys Renee Scott, Rachel Shepard 
Utah: Stephen Ball, Jonathan Brennan, Connie Cannon, Tai Finlayson, Sergio Frias, Maren Gibson, Madeleine 
Montgomery, Anna Munns, Denise Williams, Liz Williams, Debora Wrathall 
Virginia: Zulfugar Baghirov, Bomi Baik, Anne Beamer, Dave Belazis, Kathryn Brunner, Nicholas Cronin, 
Jason Day, Greg Genter, Tatyana Hearne, Elizabeth Hedlund, Rafael Howell-Flores, Catherine Ing, 
Cora Lee Khambatta, Joan Mizrahi, Tia Norris, Drew Owen, Rachel Sarrano Winograd, Michelle Unadkat 
Vermont: Jason Harootunian 
Washington: Abram Bardue, Brian Bishop, Heather Forbes, Shala Gunnells, Rose Hashimoto, Brenna 
Larsen, Robert Limbocker, Juan Marquina Cancino, Frances Medina, Brienne Morris, Louise (Liz) Nedela 
Greene, Mary Kaye Owen, Brandy Pancoast, Robin Peery, Jacob Rust, Amanda Snell, Brenna Wells, 
Angela Wentz 
Wisconsin: Ahmi Emig, Kayme Henkel, Sandra Statz, Rebecca Tharp, Chelsea Windmoeller-Schmit

OUR CURRENT MusicLink® TEACHERS 
OVERALL TEACHER TOTAL: 5,294. TEACHERS ADDED THIS YEAR: 211. ACTIVE TEACHERS AS OF 10-31-2025: 271.  
Hall of Fame Teachers (5–9 years); Teachers of Distinction (10–14 years); Teachers of 
Distinction with Honors (15–19 years); Teacher Laureate (20+ years). 



MTNA Frances Clark Keyboard Pedagogy 
Award—Our Thanks 

The presentation of the 
Frances Clark Keyboard 
Pedagogy Award at the 
MTNA Convention is quite a 
significant recognition by our 

teaching colleagues across the country. Dr. 
Haroutounian sent the following note of appreci-
ation to MTNA and the Frances Clark Center: 

I am extremely honored to have my pedagogy 
colleagues recognize the significance the 
MusicLink Foundation plays in the lives of stu-
dents who normally would not have the opportu-
nity to have music lessons because of financial 
need. My passion for the mission of MusicLink 
stretches back over 30 years when it began. 
MusicLink stems from the simple idea that linking 
a caring teacher with an eager student can truly 
change lives—for the student as well as the teacher. 

I ask you all to think back to that one teacher 
whom you remember even today because of the 
significance this person played in your life. It might 
be the very first teacher bringing the joy of creative 
play through music or the mentoring relationship 
provided by that teacher who saw you through the 
difficult years as you progressed as a teenager or 
college student to identify yourself as a musician. 

MusicLink teachers shine in all these roles. They 
are the significant teachers in the lives of their 
Musiclink students. I smile when I receive notes or 
emails saying “thank you” for the opportunity to 
teach through MusicLink even though they are 
teaching at a discount. One teacher developed can-
cer and had to drop most of her students—but not 
her MusicLink student. 

What could exemplify the power of piano ped-
agogy better than the unique role of our Musiclink 
teachers—who have a passion to teach and share 
the love of music with their students. 

So many years have passed since that first link 
over 30 years ago. We have seen the program grow 
with thousands of students and hundreds of teach-
ers, but still the heart of the program lies with that 
single link—a caring teacher and an eager student. 
Sit back and see what develops—amazing. 

 
MUSICLINK® HALL OF FAME  

Dedicated teachers lie at the 
heart of MusicLink and we are 

proud of all of them. The dedication to nurturing 
a student through years of training sets this pro-
gram apart from others and “creates musicians, 
one student at a time.” The MusicLink Hall of 

Fame  recognizes their years of service to reach stu-
dents who may not be able to afford lessons.  

Teachers and coordinators who have served 15–
19 years through MusicLink are recognized as 
MusicLink Teachers/Coordinators of 
Distinction with Honors. Four MusicLink 
teachers reached this level of commitment this 
year: Tanya Brooks (FL), Phyllis Calderon (IL), 
Mika Inouye (CO), Deborah Ruth (SC). 

MusicLink Teachers/Coordinators of 
Distinction are those that are actively teaching 
now and have taught through MusicLink for 10–
14 years. Nine MusicLink teachers reached this 
level of commitment this year: Patricia Blanchard 
(MD), Emily Breezee (FL), Greg Genter (VA), 
Mitchell Grussing (MN), Becca Hauglid (MN), 
Debra Hughes (GA), Andy Rizzotti (RI), Karen 
Saunders (MN), Karen Stiles (MN). 

Teachers enter the MusicLink Hall of Fame 
when they have taught for five to nine years through 
MusicLink. We are honored to recognize 19 teach-
ers for reaching this category: Lynnette Barney (AZ), 
Susan Culbertson (CA), Lily Diehl (CA), Robin 
Engleman (GA), Elizabeth Erickson (MN), Theresa 
Franks (TX), Sarah Gasse (IL), Kayme Henkel 
(WI), Elizabeth Karako (MO), Rebecca Nelson 
(MN), Beverly Olson (MN), Jose Quesada (TX), 
Malena Rachelle (MA), Ellen Schwindt (NH), Jan 
Scott (MO), Laura Sinclair (FL), Bryony Stroud-
Watson (TN), Chelsea Windmoeller-Schmit (WI), 
Rachel Sarrano Winograd (VA). 

 
SENIOR AWARDS 

The Minnesota MusicLink 
program established a scholar-
ship award of $1000 for a 
Minnesota MusicLink gradu-
ating high school student who 
has shown ongoing commit-
ment to lessons and has made 
significant progress. The stu-
dent shows outstanding 

achievement in music and a willingness to share their 
musical talent with others through service. This year’s 
recipient of the Stenson Award is Elia Koch, a piano 
student of Anna Jeanne Flesner of Tracy, MN. 

Elia explains: I grew up in Germany, surrounded by 
music of different styles. I began playing the violin at age 
4, then switched to piano lessons at age 6. My grandpar-
ents owned a music store and were talented musicians 
that gave me the motivation to continue their tradition of 
pursuing music. When my family moved back to 
Minnesota, we discovered my brother was very sick, 
requiring long distances to numerous specialty hospitals 

for weeks at a time. I was thankful to have the gift of 
music, so when things were difficult or when I was lonely, 
I would play the piano at the Ronald McDonald house, 
finding peace and comfort in the music I could make. 

Elia received an Associates Degree in Liberal 
Arts as a senior and plans to seek a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Philosophy with Holy Apostles College 
in Cromwell, CT. Because the degree is an online 
program, he plans to volunteer for local fundrais-
ers, continue to sing in church choirs and play 
contrabass in the Southwest Minnesota Orchestra 
in his home community.  
 
SENIOR GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

This year there was a total of five MusicLink 
students graduating from high school representing 
three states. Not pictured: Irelyn Ferril, Kieren 
Ferril, Layne Ferrill, all from Danville, IL. 

Juan Diego Becerra Sarera 
of Arlington, VA studied 
piano with Anne Beamer 
since 2015. During his ten 
years of lessons, he earned 
two NFMC Gold Cups for 
superior ratings in the 
VFMC festivals and per-
formed in many local recitals. 

He received the Rosa Van Stavoren Scholarship 
from the Northern Virginia Music Teachers 
Association for his motivation and commitment to 
music. Juan is attending Virginia Tech University 
with plans to major in Molecular Biology.  

Alexus Grim of Fairbanks, 
Alaska started piano lessons 
with Hannah Wagar while 
in sixth grade. She per-
formed in community con-
certs throughout those years, 
including a ceremonial din-
ner at the National 
American Legion Auxiliary 

Homecoming in 2023. She composed a song for 
her orchestra’s Spring concert and was a mentor at 
a local music camp sponsored by the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. She will enter the Air Force in 
January 2026. She has published several songs and 
after the Air Force, she plans to accept a job work-
ing on a cruise line as a pianist.  

 
MUSICLINK® CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS  

The MusicLink Found -
ation provided a total 
of $4,916 in camp 
scholarships to 17 stu-
dents enjoying summer 
camp experiences in 
Florida, Minnesota, 
Oregon, Missouri, 
Maine and Virginia. 

The violinists above enjoyed a summer at Camp 
Creative in Tampa, Florida.  

The Dorothy B and Mel Kurzen Camp 
Scholarship totaling $708.40 was awarded to 

 
MusicLink® Accomplishments 2024–2025

Tanya Brooks (FL) Phyllis Calderon (IL)

Juan Diego Becerra and Anne Beamer

Elia Koch
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Mika Inouye (CO) Deborah Ruth (SC)

Alexus Grim

Violinists Sara & Sofia Reyes 



Isabella Tello, a cello student of Marion Baker of 
Falls Church. Isabella attended the Mason String 
Camp: High School Orchestra program at George 
Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. 

 
MUSICLINK® AT CONVENTIONS 

The MusicLink 
Foundation had 
a booth at the 
M T N A 
N a t i o n a l 
Convention in 
Minneapo l i s , 
MN from April 

16–19, 2025. We had lots of traffic with teachers 
eager to know how to be part of MusicLink and 
businesses from neighboring booths eager to part-
ner with us. We also invited MusicLink teachers 
to a breakfast where we shared stories about teach-
ing through MusicLink. Our thanks to Sue Wege, 
Corine Maldonado and Rachel Weyandt for 
assisting Joanne Haroutounian at the booth. 

In addition to the MTNA national convention, 
MusicLink had booths at the Texas Music 
Teachers Association, with MusicLink Business 
Coordinator, Corine Maldonado and Gladys 
Reneé Scott manning the booth and the Music 
Teachers Association of California convention 
with California MusicLink Coordinator, Shota 
Homma, and Maureen Spranza spreading the 
word to new teachers.  

 
FUNDRAISING FOR MUSICLINK®  
FOUNDATION 

The MusicLink Foundation is thankful to all 
our donors and we like to highlight those that pro-
vide strong support for us to continue to do the 
work we do to bring music lessons to students in 
need across the country. Recent contributions to 
the MusicLink Foundation, explained below, 
brought in $74,459 that put us over the top of 
reaching our goal of $110,000 for the 2024–25 
fiscal year. 

We are always pleased to see the different ways 
people raise funds for MusicLink that reflect their 
interests. 

California: We love to see student and alumni 
organizations contributing to help our kids. 

MusicLink Ambassador Poolside Jazz Non-
Profit from San Diego, California earned a total 
of $3,500 for MusicLink this fiscal year, playing 
gigs at Christmas and at their old elementary 
school fundraiser. Their former teachers were 
proud to see their students organizing a band and 
giving back. Jeff Forrest has welcomed a new pres-
ident, Kyle Forrest. 

M i n n e s o t a : 
2 0 2 5 
M u s i c L i n k 
Playathon at 
the Mall of 
America took 
place in Macy’s 
Court on the 

weekend of February 3–4, 2025. It was the largest 
event since pre-pandemic years and raised over 
$13,000—the most ever raised at a MusicLink 
Playathon. There were over 242 performances and a 
record 39 teachers represented. Sue Wege, 
MusicLink National Director of Coordinators 
organizes the event each year, working with 
Minnesota Music Teacher Association members. 
Many thanks to all the wonderful volunteers who 
worked the desk and emceed including MMTA 
teachers Sara Diedrich, Solveig Englund, Kathryn 
Karg and Rachel Weyandt. Special thanks go to 
Kathryn and Andy Karg for livestreaming the event 
and to Gary Wege for his photography and support! 

Another Minnesota fundraiser was held by Brian 
Muller of Momentous Wealth Advisors on Saturday, 
August 9th at 3rd Act Craft Brewery in Woodbury, 
MN. The MusicLink Foundation was chosen as the 
beneficiary of this annual event and $505 was raised 
for the Minnesota MusicLink program. 

New York: MusicLink was surprised to receive 
another contribution from the estate of Rosemary 
Christoff Dolan through a death distribution in 
the amount of $37,454. These funds will be added 
to the Gerald Christoff Endowment Fund. 

Virginia: The foundation received a generous 
contribution of $20,000 from Encore Legacy 
Partner, William Haroutounian, doubling his 
normal $10,000 annual contribution. William is 
the husband of MusicLink founder, Joanne 
Haroutounian. 
 
ALUMNI PROJECT 

MusicLink has a long his-
tory (over 30 years) that 
brings with it the opportu-
nity to collect meaningful 
stories from the many peo-
ple who have grown 

through MusicLink lessons and opportunities. We 
are asking our many alumni—over 1,400—to 
connect with us to build an Alumni Task Force 
by sending a short description of what they are 
doing now to share in our Alumni Spotlights and 
through social media sites. Alumnus David Kim is 
the chair of the Alumni Group and is eager to hear 
about what is happening in the lives of our alumni 
through Facebook and our website: 
MusicLinkalumni@gmail.com. 
 

INSTRUMENT DONATIONS 
This year the foundation dis-
tributed instruments total-
ing $16,500 to MusicLink 
students across the country. 
We are pleased to partner 
with Casio and Schmitt 

Music to bring discounted keyboards to new 
Musiclink students. Our thanks to Hungry for 
Music (VA) and Day Violins (VA) for their part-
nerships in donating instruments to the program.  
 
GRASS ROOTS GRANTS AND TEACHER 
REIMBURSEMENT 

Each year, the MusicLink Foundation provides 
Grass Roots Grants for teachers and organizations 
that are expanding their MusicLink programs. This 
year a total of $3,348 was provided to seven organ-
izations or individual studios in five states to assist 
with piano tuning, equipment, and supplies.  

Teacher Reimbursements totaled $2,416, 
awarding grants to 28 teachers representing the 
states of AK, AR, CO, CT, IN, KS, MA, MN, PA, 
ND, OR, TX, WA, 
 
WEBSITE SPOTLIGHTS 
The MusicLink Foundation 
website features Student, 
Teacher, and Alumni 
Spotlights on its home page. The current spot-
lights feature our laureate teachers, senior award 
winners and alumni. Link to Spotlight page on 
our website: musiclinkfoundation.org/current-
spotlights. 
 
NEW MUSICLINK® BUSINESS PARTNERS 
AND ALLIANCES 

The MusicLink Foundation 
received the 2024 Great Non-
Profit badge, designating the 
organization as outstanding 
for the eleventh year in a row. 

We invite you to visit the Business Partner and 
Alliance Partner page on our website to view the full 
roster of businesses and organizations supporting us 
across the country. The following businesses and 
organizations were added to the list this past year: 
 
New Alliance Partners 
Martin Luther King Community Center and 
Indianapolis Public Schools (IN) 
www.mlkcenterindy.org 
Lifelong Music School (NJ)  
www.lifelongmusicschool.com 
Alexandria Music Maker (VA)  
www.alexandriamusicmakers.org 
Muse Piano Academy (PA) 
www.musepianoacademy.com 
ATL Music Lessons Atlanta, GA  
www.atlmusiclessons.com 
 
THANKS TO ALL OUR DONORS 
Applause to Silver, and Benefactor Levels  

We are always astounded at the response of our 
MusicLink Annual Report, with contributions 
coming from across the country in amounts from 
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Performers at the MusicLink Playathon at the Mall of America (MN)

Joanne Haroutounian and David Kim

Ethan & Myah Getz 
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$10 to $20,000! This year the MusicLink 
Foundation received 11 silver level donations 
($1,000 to $4,999). 

Our thanks to our Silver Donors ($1,000– 
$2,000)—Captrust Community Foundation, 
Sanjit Mohapatra, Virginia Geoffrey & John 
Andelin, (VA), Martha Smith (FL), Richard 
Mattlin (MN), Dorothy J, Magrath (OK), Nora 
Martin (TN), Frances Clark Center (NJ), 
Poolside Jazz Non-Profit (CA), and the Mellon 
Trust of Delaware Brokerage Service (DE). 

The highest level of donation is Benefactor. 
($10,000 and more). This year’s donations at this 
level includes several Legacy Encore members— 
$10,000 from the Bill and Brigid Brakefield 
Foundation (VA) and $20,000 from William and 
Joanne Haroutounian, (VA). Death benefits from 
the estate of Rosemary Christoff Dolan added 
$37,454 to the Gerald Christoff Endowment Fund.  
 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO MUSICLINK®— 
MANY OPTIONS 

At this time of year, we ask our readers to sup-
port MusicLink’s mission that “any child who has 
musical potential deserves the opportunity to nur-
ture this talent to its full extent, creating musicians, 
one student at a time.” You may choose to donate 
online through our website (DONATE NOW 
through Network for Good) or send a check to our 
national office (MusicLink Foundation, 1043 N. 
McKinley Rd., Arlington, VA 22205), with the 
envelope enclosed in this annual report to those 
receiving it by mail. Other options below may 
appeal to you to personalize your donation. You 
can keep track of our donation process on the ther-
mometer on the home page of our website during 
this giving season. 

Recurring Donations are a simple way to con-
tribute on a regular basis—monthly, bi-monthly or 
every 6 months. Online donations through 
Network for Good on our website provides this type 
of choice for interested donors. We thank Kevin 
Wooten and Walter & Carol Ratzlaf for choosing 
this option for their ongoing contribution. 

The MusicLink Camp 
Sponsor Program is a won-
derful way for donors to per-
sonalize their contributions of 
$250 or more for a specific 
MusicLink student seeking a 
music camp experience. Simply designate your 
contribution as a camp sponsorship along with the 
name you would like to use for the scholarship. 
This program is especially worthwhile for larger 
contributions that can send an outstanding stu-
dent to music camps whose fees easily surpass 
$1,000. We will personally keep camp donors 
abreast of the progress of these students who will 
use these scholarships. Simply email us at 
info@musiclinkfoundation.org for details.  
Legacy Partners  

The MusicLink Foundation 
is fortunate to have a group 
of donors that are part of 
our Legacy Partners, donat-

ing from $5000 (Bravo) to $10,000 or more 

(Encore) annually to guarantee ongoing funding to 
link teachers with students and provide lessons, 
instruments, camp scholarships, and other oppor-
tunities for students and teachers. You may wish to 
join this prestigious group of donors to secure 
MusicLink for years to come. 

We thank Bill and Brigid Brakefield (Encore 
Level) who were the first donors to the MusicLink 
Foundation when it was originally established as a 
501 c3 charity. Bill and Brigid have hosted several 
playathons in their home where they performed 
along with MusicLink students and many of their 
friends. Several years ago they organized a unique 
performance with the Bowen McCauley Dance 
Co., choreographing dance to MusicLink pianist 
performances on stage. The performance included 
a duet with Bill Brakefield and MusicLink 
founder, Joanne Haroutounian. 

William and Joanne Haroutounian (Encore 
Level) established and developed the MusicLink 
Foundation in 1992. They enjoy the Legacy 
Partner status and established an endowment fund 
in honor of Joanne’s parents to support the 
MusicLink Senior Achievement Award each year. 

The MusicLink Foundation Board of 
Directors (Bravo Level) has pledged to support 
the MusicLink Foundation through the Legacy 
Partner program. The board includes Joanne 
Haroutounian, William Haroutounian, Sue 
Wege, Andrea Shore, Pam Jensen, Charles 
Kinney, Virginia Gutierrez, Nora Martin, and 
Kathryn Karg. 
Endowment Funds 

The MusicLink Foundation is fortunate to have 
donors who decided to establish an endowment 
fund in honor of a family member to foster ongo-
ing musical training to disadvantaged students. 
The endowments are named for Arline and Russell 
Bridge, Gerald Christoff, and Dorothy B. and Mel 
Kurzen. These funds ensure ongoing senior schol-
arships, camp scholarships to prestigious summer 
music programs, and ongoing lessons for 
MusicLink students. Those interested in establish-
ing an endowment fund should contact the 
national office: info@musiclinkfoundation.org. 
Planned Giving Ideas  

We have received questions from 
donors regarding how to establish 
an estate plan that includes the 
MusicLink Foundation. Planned 
Giving (or legacy giving) gifts are 

payable to a charity upon the donor’s death, like a 
bequest or a beneficiary designation in a life insur-
ance policy or retirement account. These gifts do 
not generate a lifetime income tax deduction for 
the donor, but they are exempt from estate tax. 
Your bequest is a gift that you make through a will 
or trust that lets us know that you believe we will 
be doing good work, far into the future.  

You can tell us to use your bequest for a partic-
ular state or program (like summer music camp 
scholarships) or allow us to use it for the needs and 
opportunities that are most relevant to us when 
your gift is received. The IRA Charitable Rollover 
allows individuals over age 70½ to directly trans-

fer up to $100,000 per year from an IRA account 
to one or more charities. This transfer counts 
toward the minimum required distribution rule 
for IRA accounts and such distributions are free of 
both income and estate taxes.  

Legacy gifts can make a huge difference in the 
long-term health of a non-profit. Legacy gifts are 
not just for the wealthy. They’re for anyone who 
believes in our mission and who wants to see  
us continue into the future. Consider leaving a 
legacy…so your cherished values live on.

Administration 
Accounting 
Office supplies 
Telephone/internet 
Legal & Bank Fees 
Insurance 
Postage & Printing 
 
Personnel & Management 
Executive Director 
Assistant Director 
Director of Coordinators 
Regional Coordinators (5) 
Training 

Program Services 
Awards: Senior, Teacher Reimbursement 
Camp Scholarships & Grass Roots 
Instrument moving, repair, purchase 
Communication & Newsletters 
Conferences, Recruitment 
Business Partner Plaques 
 
Fundraising 
Playathon rental & supplies 
Totes, pins 
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Headed to Music Camp

https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/MakeDonation.aspx?ORGID2=542030766&vlrStratCode=eRlCiRtNcKXhjfkf6kZ0ActI01DV23JEtcjAQlxkL6x1%2fEvj9j1HcE9ED04Vaap0
mailto:info@musiclinkfoundation.org
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MusicLink® Foundation Donor Support 
We thank all our donors—foundations, corporate sponsors, and individuals—who share our passion to bring music to children in need. We have 
included donations from September 2024 through August 2025. Italicized individuals and business partners provided in-kind donations of instru-
ments and/or music.

Benefactor: $10,000 or more 
Bill & Brigid Brakefield, Legacy Encore 
Rosemary Christoff Dolan, Gerald Christoff Endowment Fund  
William & Joanne Haroutounian, Legacy Encore 
 
Gold: $5,000–$9,999 
Oregon Music Teachers Association V. Ross treasurer 
 
Silver: $1,000–$4,999 
V. Geoffrey J. Andelin 
Captrust Community Foundation 
Jeff Forrest—Poolside Jazz Non-Profit 
Frances Clark Center 
Dorothy J. Magrath 
Nora Martin 
Richard Mattlin 
Mellon Trust of Delaware Fidelity Brokerage Services 
Sanjit Mohapatra 
Martha Smith 
Bruce Young 
 
Bronze: $250–$999 
Karen & Thomas Brindley Family Fund, in memory of Kathleen 

Van Doeren 
Christopher Chandler, dedicated to Ethan Chandler 
Annette Demsey, for Oregon MusicLink 
Ben Harrison 
Diana Jagiello 
Manassas Symphony Orchestra 
J. Kenneth Marshall, dedicated to Martha Smith and France L. 

Marshall 
Mu Phi Epsilon Mpls./St. Paul Alumni Cha Sharp 
Walter and Carol Ratzlaf 
Debra Sostrin 
Gene Swanson 
Sue Wege 
 
Sustainer: $100–$249 
Katie Amaya 
Anonymous  
Donna Bergh 
Lindsey Biberdorf 
Alexander & Tracy Boardman  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Boardman  
Beth Anne Bowe 
Shari Boyett 
Michael Brady, dedicated to Rory Thompson 
Erin Callahan 
Jaette Carpenter 
Benjamin D. Caton III 
Charities Aid Foundation America  
Allyson Cwiek, in memory of Judith Siegel 
Andrew and Nancy Dennis 
Chris & Laura Devine 
James and Roberta DeWire 
William Dunne 
Robert & Elizabeth Dyson 

Sustainer: $100–$249 
David and Jing Engler 
Benjamin Fulton 
Elizabeth Fulton 
Tara Gardell 
Peter Germann 
Heather Green 
Mitchell Grussing 
Peter & Marilyn Haase 
Holly Hamilton 
Jana Hollis, dedicated to the Julia Haynes Memorial 
Ellen Jepson 
Richard & Elizabeth Juhnke 
K & S Conservatory 
Lai Lan Ko 
Shirley LeForge, in honor of Fran Smith 
Brandon and Meghan Lerch 
Richard Liskov 
Belinda Lutaya 
Nkoyo Lyamba 
Toni Mangskau, in memory of our mom, grandma and great 

grandma, Barbara Hatcher 
Kimberley Nichols 
Ted and Catherine Overturf 
Diane Perett, dedicated to Louise McClelland Urban 
Kristin Remer 
Barbara Rogers 
Valerie Ross 
Sue Ruby 
Corey Sevett, In memory of Kathleen Van Doeren 
Christopher Sharp 
Eric Simon, for The Thursday Morning Music Club in Atlanta 

Georgia 
Catherine Thacker  
Marian Thompson, dedicated to Rory Thompson 
Charlotte Titus 
John & Ednamae Trevey 
Lynelle Vogel 
Michele Weyandt 
Nancy Williams 
Kelvin Wooten 
Andrea and Vincent Workman 
 
Friend: $10–$99 
Daniel and Laura Abrams 
Jeff Alperin, in memory of Judith Siegel 
Anita Anderson, in memory of Judith Salsbury Siegel. May the 

memories and music live on! 
Derick Anderson 
Jessica Anderson 
Suriya Angamuthu 
Nicha Angpairoj 
Anonymous  
Jeffery Axelbank, in honor of Steven Baggish 
Pamela Asberry 
Lee Bartelt 
Kimberly Berg 

Friend: $10–$99 
Michael and Jennifer Bocchino 
Christopher Bock 
Ruth Borash 
Benjamin Brand 
R. Brand 
Robyn Broderick 
Marsha Bumbach 
Eric and Amber Cameron 
Kaitlin Cash 
Caroline Cheney 
James Cirilli 
James Clark 
Pamela Cranston, dedicated to Adayla Ogren 
Julia and Justin Cox 
Thomas Curry 
Katie Daniels, dedicated to Maia Daniels 
Fern Davidson 
Jacob & Christina Dunn 
Natalie Elliott 
Ever Loved Inc. Charityvest, in memory of Kathleen Van 

Doeren, given by her community  
Ann Frie 
Gateway Arch East MTA, in memory of Frances Gregg & Dr. 

Stephanie Owen 
John Elstad 
Suzanne D. Gaye 
Chad Hallonquest 
Lisa Handman 
Cherrie Heinrich, dedicated to Brynn Zentz 
Nicole Helland, dedicated to the Brian David Band 
Wade Jackson 
Wei Jiang 
Vivian Jiangweisun 
Jesse Johnson 
Manigandan Kaleeswaran 
Priscilla Keogh 
Kevin and Alyssa Kleiner 
Denise Koopmeiners 
Renee Kothe 
Emily Kraus 
Sheldon Lampert 
Leighera Leffin 
Kara Leiser 
Timothy Lemke 
Christopher and Corene Lentz 
Andrew and Michelle Lindell 
Bryan and Kari Lundberg 
Caroline Lyngstad 
Ronald Madson 
Toni Mangskau 
Laura Marchisotto, dedicated to The Aronin Family 
Jennifer and Brandon Martin, dedicated to Stella Martin 
Melissa Marrion 
Scott Nitchie, dedicated to Maisie Whitby 
Christian Olsen 
Bryan O’Neil, dedicated to Avery Lerch and Addie Lerch 

Friend: $10–$99 
Lynn Pearson, dedicated to Ava Wehrman 
Michelle Peck 
Ronald & Sandra Peterson 
Rebecca Pinski, dedicated to Charlie Pinski  
Sharon Polak 
David and Elizabeth Potasek 
Pamela and Andrew Reed 
Jonathan and Lindsay Reine 
Jacqueline Sheehan 
Steven Sutherland, dedicated to Rory Thompson 
Moin Syed 
Rebecca Tay 
Darlene Thompson 
Sean and Sasha Tisdell 
Joan Toohey 
Katherine & James Villani  
Debra Weigel, dedicated to Maisie Whitby 
Catherine Whitby, dedicated to Maisie Whitby 
Sandra Whitby, dedicated to Maisie Whitby 
Jennifer White 
Susan Willis, dedicated to Solomon Lyngstad 
Amy Wish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MusicLink Foundation Staff and Coordinators 
Joanne Haroutounian, PhD., Executive Director 
Pam Jensen, National Administrative Assistant 
Sue Wege, National Director of Coordinators 
 

Regional Coordinators 
Northeast: Karin Chambless Nandkumar 
Southeast: Mira Kruja 
Mid-Atlantic: Nancy Lopez 
Midwest: Sue Wege  
South Central: Corine Maldonado 
Northwest: Christine Morrow 
Southwest: Alissa Ruff

State Coordinators 
AL: Sandra Girouard; CA: Shota Homma & Ian Hubbell; GA: Paul Adler; HI: 
Akiko Sanai; IL: Deborah Meier; IN: Carol Phipp; KS: Laura Martinez; MD: 
Karin Chambless Nandkumar; MI: Michael Yu; MN: Sue Wege; NH: Colleen 
Bucca & Greg Mayo; NJ: Tammie Holloway: NV: Marie Lee; ND: Tamara 
Bertram; OH: Ethan Galbraith; OR: Annette Demsey; PA: Raphaelita Justice; 
TN: Adelaide Mille;: UT: Jonathan Brennan; VT: Jason Harootunian; VA: Fang-
Yu (Linda)Tai; WA: Amanda Snell; Washington, D.C.: Nicholas Chu 
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